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JUL I A M A D S E N  
THE PLANAR FACE OF THE FLOWER
Le t’s cover you over, he said, and then I woke up. In  the garden the 
sun o f  you r  face moves across the wall, ob long  and approxim ate . 
A pertu re  in m ortar. The  doc to r  drives fa ther ’s L inco ln .  You are 
always chang ing on me, I say, l in k in g  the larynx to syntax. You 
w ith d ra w  you r hand inaccurate ly from  the counter. T he  surface 
molders. Sometimes when a g lyph catches you are push ing  up the 
stairs. You are here before me and then I am. We are on this land ­
ing  h o ld in g  the banister. The stairs push back. I w a lk  up to the 
ro o f  s ink in to  labor, freshen the sentences so they are m ain ta ined . 
A l l  the irregularit ies have been sewn together to make a marvelous 
shard o f fleece. So the perpetra to r f inds his em p loym en t. Obses­
sion is in te rnm en t.  The m ir ro r ,  a r im , the garden’s fence. G l in t  o f  
flowers, brocaded and orange. W arm  m atte r o f  home is the blouse 
m o ther wore.
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